
 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

7:00 p.m. Monday, March 16, 2015 
City Council Chambers 

City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland Michigan 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Acceptance of Agenda  

IV. Public Comment  (5 minute time limit per speaker) 

V. City Manager Report  

VI. Presentations  

A. DDA/Main Street Director Reagan – Downtown Report 
B. Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery Director Scheurer – Grant  

Application for Park Property 
 

VII. Public Hearing(s) - None 

VIII. Old Business - None 

IX. New Business  
 

A. First Reading of Tax Exemption Ordinance 195C 
B. Proposed Resolution 15-19 a Resolution of Support for the 

Redevelopment of Old School Manor 
C. Proposed Resolution 15-20 Approving the City Manager’s Proposed 

Appointment of Kristina Kinde as the Finance Officer/Treasurer and  
Revising the Designated Authorized Signatories for City Bank  
Accounts 

D. Proposed Resolution 15-21 Approving a Grant Application to  
Acquire Additional Park Property Across from the Bandshell Subject  
To the Approval of the Park and Recreation Board and Public Hearing 

E. Proposed Resolution 15-22 a Resolution Recognizing the Friends of  
The Red Mill as a Nonprofit Organization Operating in the  
Community for the Purpose of Obtaining a Charitable Gaming  
License 

F. Proposed Resolution 15-23 Approving a Budget for Fiscal Year  
2015-2016 for the Portland Area Fire Authority 

G. Proposed Resolution 15-24 Designating the City Manager S. Tutt  
Gorman as the City’s Zoning Administrator and Approving,  
Authorizing, and Directing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign a Zoning  
Consultant Agreement  

H. Proposed Resolution 15-25 Approving Participation in the State Bid  
Process for Winter Road Salt 2015-2016 

 
 

Estimated 
Time 

 
7:00 PM 
 

7:01 PM 

7:02 PM 

7:03 PM 
 
7:04 PM 
 
 
7:20 PM 
7:25 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM 
7:35 PM 
 
7:40 PM 
 
 
 
 
7:43 PM 
 
 
7:46 PM 
 
 
 
7:48 PM 
 
7:50 PM 
 
 
 
 
7:53 PM 
 
 

Action 
Requested 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
 
Motion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Motion 
 
Motion 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
 
 
Motion 
 
 
 
Motion 
 
Motion 
 
 
 
 
Motion 



 
 
 

I. Proposed Resolution 15-26 Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment to  
City Boards and Commissions 

 
X. Consent Agenda–   

A. Minutes & Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held 
on March 2, 2015  

B. Payment of Invoices in the Amount of $189,332.57 and Payroll in 
the Amount of $78,918.32 for a Total of $268,250.89 

C. Purchase Orders over $5,000 – None 

         X. Communications–   
 

A. City Council Special Meeting Notice for March 18, 2015 
B. Planning Commission Minutes from January 14, 2015 
C. Revenue-Expense Report for March 2015 
D. Water Department Report for February 2015 
E. Wastewater Treatment Plant Report for February 2015 
F. Franklin Energy EO Report for March 9, 2015 
G. Police Department Report for February 2015 
H. Fire Department Report for February 2015 
I.    Retirement Open House Invitation for Herb Mosser 
J.   WOW! Correspondence – Payment Convenience Fee 
K. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Minutes for February 24th  
L. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for March 10th  
M. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for March 17th  
N. Governor Snyder Message re: Energy 
 
 

XI. Other Business - None 
 

XII. City Manager Comments  
 
XIII. Council Comments 

 
XIV. Adjournment 
 

Estimated 
Time 

 
7:55 PM 
 
 
7:57 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 PM 
 
8:05 PM 
 
8:10 PM 
 
8:15 PM 

Action 
Requested 
 
Motion 
 
 
Motion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
 



CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF PORTLAND 
Ionia County, Michigan 

 
Council Member ____________, supported by Council Member __________, made a motion to 
adopt the following resolution: 

 
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO. 195C 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPCEDE AND REPLACE TAX EXEMPTION  
ORDINANCE 195B ADOPTED JANUARY 6, 2014 

 
 An Ordinance to provide for a service charge in lieu of property taxes for a proposed 
multiple family dwelling project for persons of low and moderate income to be financed or 
assisted pursuant to the provisions of the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, as 
amended. 
 
CITY OF PORTLAND ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION 1: Title 
 
This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the City of Portland Property Tax Exemption 
Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 2: Preamble 
 
 It is acknowledged that it is a proper public purpose of the State of Michigan and its 
political subdivisions to provide housing for its citizens of low and moderate income and to 
encourage the development of such housing by providing for a service charge in lieu of property 
taxes in accordance with the State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966 (1966 PA 346, 
as amended, MCLA Section 125.1401 et.  Seq., MSA Section 116.114 (1) et.  seq).  The City is 
authorized by this Act to establish or change the service charge to be paid in lieu of property 
taxes by any and all classes of housing exempt from property taxation under this Act at any 
amount it chooses not to exceed the property taxes that would be paid but for this Act.  It is 
further acknowledged that such housing for persons of low and moderate income is a public 
necessity, and as the City will be benefited and improved by such housing, the encouragement of 
the same by providing certain real-estate tax exemption for such housing is a valid public 
purpose; further, that the continuance of the provisions of this Ordinance for property tax 
exemptions and the service charge in lieu of property taxes during the period contemplated in 
this Ordinance are essential to the determination of economic feasibility of housing 
developments which are constructed and financed in reliance on such property tax exemption. 
 
 The City acknowledges that Portland School Limited Dividend Housing Association 
Limited Partnership (the “Sponsor”) has offered, subject to receipt of an allocation of Low 
Income Housing Tax Credits (“LIHTC”) from the Michigan State Housing Development 



Authority, to rehabilitate, own and operate a housing development identified as Portland School 
Apartments on certain property located in the City of Portland, County of Ionia, Michigan, which 
is legally described on Exhibit A to serve persons of low and moderate income, and that the 
Sponsor has offered to the City, on account of the housing development, an annual service 
charge for public services in lieu of all property taxes. 
 
 
SECTION 3: Definitions 
 
 A.  Authority means the Michigan State Housing Development Authority. 
 
 B.  Act means the State Housing Development Authority Act, being Public Act 346 

of 1966 of the State of Michigan, as amended. 
 
 C.  Annual Shelter Rent means the total actual collections during an agreed annual 

period from all occupants of a housing development representing rents or 
occupancy charges, which rental amounts shall be exclusive of charges for gas, 
electricity, heat, or other utilities furnished to the occupants. 

 
 D.  Housing Development means a development which contains a significant element 

of housing for persons of low income and such elements of other housing, 
commercial, recreational, industrial, communal, and educational facilities as the 
Authority determines to improve the quality of the development as it relates to 
housing for persons of low or moderate income.  For the purposes of this section, 
the name of this development shall be The Portland School Apartments. 

 
 E.  Class means the Housing Development known as Portland School Apartments for 

low and moderate income persons and families. 
 
 F.  Mortgage Loan means either a loan that is Federally-Aided (as defined in Section 

11 of the Act,) or a loan to be made by the Authority or USDA-Rural 
Development or the Department of Housing and Urban Development to sponsor 
for the construction and permanent financing of a housing development or a 
mortgage loan insured by HUD all as defined by the Act. 

 
G.  Utilities means fuel, water, sanitary sewer service and/or electrical service, which 

are paid by the Housing Development. 
 
H. LIHTC means low income housing tax credits. 
 
I. Low and Moderate Income Persons or Families mean those persons as defined by 

the Act. 
 
 J.  Sponsor means person(s) or entities which have applied to the Authority for a 

Mortgage Loan or “LIHTC” funds to finance a Housing Development.  For the 
purposes of this section, the Sponsor is the Portland School Limited Dividend 



Housing Association Limited Partnership. 
 
  
SECTION 4: Class of Housing Developments 
 
 It is determined that the class of Housing Development to which the tax exemption shall 
apply and for which a service charge shall be paid in lieu of such taxes shall be for low and 
moderate income housing for persons and families, which are financed or assisted pursuant to the 
Act.  It is further determined that Portland School Apartments is of this class. 
 
SECTION 5: Establishment of Annual Service Charge 
 

A. The Housing Development identified as Portland School Apartments and the 
property on which it shall be constructed shall be exempt from all property taxes from and after 
the commencement of construction.  The City acknowledging that the Sponsor and the Authority 
have established the economic feasibility of the Housing Development in reliance upon the 
enactment and continuing effect of this Ordinance and the qualification of the Housing 
Development for exemption from all property taxes and a payment in lieu of taxes established in 
the Ordinance, and in consideration of the Sponsor’s offer subject to receipt of a Mortgage Loan 
from the Authority, to construct, own and operate the Housing Development, agrees to accept 
payment of an annual service charge for public services in lieu of all property taxes.  The annual 
service charge shall be equal to eight (8%) percent of the Annual Shelter Rents. 
 
  B. The Housing Development shall report to the City its Annual Shelter Rents within 
45 days of the last day of the applicable calendar year on a unit-by-unit basis. 
 
 C. The City shall have the right to inspect the Housing Development’s records and 
the right to audit and recompute any amounts determined to be Annual Shelter Rents.  If the sum 
recomputed exceeds five (5%) percent of the reported Annual Shelter Rents which the audit 
determines should have been reported, the Housing Development shall pay the City’s cost of 
auditing that calendar year.  The Housing Development shall retain financial records for a period 
of four (4) calendar years and will not be responsible beyond that period of time.  The Housing 
Development shall provide the City with reasonable access to its records documenting rents and 
occupancy charges as defined by this Ordinance.  The Housing Development shall comply with 
all reasonable requests for information in the performance of the audit.  The City agrees to 
appropriate confidentiality in the performance of the audit.  The City agrees to appropriate 
confidentiality protection for access to confidential and proprietary information. 
 
SECTION 6: Limitation on the Payment of Annual Service Charge 
 
 Notwithstanding Section 5, the service charge to be paid each year in lieu of property 
taxes for the part of the Housing Development which is tax exempt and which is occupied by 
other than low and moderate income persons or families shall be equal to the full amount of the 
taxes which would be paid on that portion of the Housing Development if the Housing 
Development were not tax exempt. 
 



SECTION 7: Contractual Effect of Ordinance 
 
 To the extent permitted by law and notwithstanding the provisions of Section 15(a)(5) of 
the Act, to the contrary, a contract between the City and the Sponsor with the Authority as third 
party beneficiary under the contract, to provide property tax exemption and accept payments in 
lieu of property taxes, as previously described, is effectuated by enactment of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 8: Payment of Service Charge 
 

The service charge in lieu of property taxes as determined under this Ordinance shall be 
payable in the same manner as general property taxes are payable to the City except that the 
annual payment shall be paid on or before March 1 of each year for the previous calendar year. 
 
SECTION 9: Duration 
 
 This Ordinance shall remain in effect and shall not terminate for a period of sixteen (16) 
years, following the first date of occupancy after completion of construction pursuant to Section 
5 above, provided that construction of the Housing Development commences within three (3) 
years from the effective date of this Ordinance.   
 
SECTION 10: Severability 
 
 The various sections and provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be severable, 
and should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by any court or competent 
jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid the same shall not affect the validity or the 
Ordinance as a whole or any section or provision of this Ordinance other than the section or 
provision so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid. 
 
SECTION 11: Publication And Effective Date 
 
           This Ordinance must be published and recorded as provided in the City Charter and takes 
effect on the date of publication, but not less than ten (10) days after its adoption by the City 
Council.  
 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Absent:  
Abstain:   
 
ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 Dated: March 18, 2015            ________________________________ 

James E. Barnes, Mayor 
 
 

      ________________________________ 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 



 
 
Introduced:  March 16, 2015 
Adopted:     
Published:   
Effective:         
 
 
 
 
 
State of Michigan   ) 
    )SS 
County of Ionia  ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Portland, Ionia 
County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the City of 
Portland at a regular City Council Board meeting duly held on the ____ day of ________, 2015; 
and that the meeting was held in compliance with notice provisions and all other requirements of 
Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended, I hereby certify that I published the Ordinance 
in the ____________________ on the ____ day of _________, 2015 
 
 
        
       Monique I Miller, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 



CERTIFICATION 
 
State of Michigan   ) 
    )SS 
County of Ionia  ) 
 
 
 I, ________________________, in my capacity as _______________________ of the 
City of Portland, Ionia County, Michigan, hereby certify that attached hereto is a true copy of the 
City of Portland Property Tax Exemption Ordinance No. 195C duly adopted by the City of 
Portland, effective as of ___________________, 2015, and that the same remains in effect as of 
the date of this certificate. 
 
Dated:      By:   
 



EXHIBIT A 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
 
CITY OF PORTLAND LOTS 9 THROUGH 22 ALMERON & JAMES NEWMAN ADD; 
ALSO ABANDONED ELM ST LYING BETWEEN LOTS 9 & 16 AND BETWEEN HILL & 
BRUSH ST.; ALSO THE ABANDONED ALLEY LYING BETWEEN SD STREETS AND 
LOTS 16 & 23.; ALSO COM 206 FT. ELY FROM E LINE KENT ST & N LINE HILL ST. 
TH: N 32*0’0”E 132.86 FT,  TH: S58*0’0”E 190FT. TO NW CORN LOT 13, TH: 
S32*0’0”W 129 FT. MORE OR LESS TO N LINE HILL ST & SW CNR LOT 15, TH: 
N32*0’0”W 190 FT. ALONG N LINE HILL ST TO POB.  
SW 1/4 OF NE 1/4 SEC. 33 T6N R5W.  
 
 
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS:   
 
306 BRUSH STREET, PORTLAND, MICHIGAN 48875 
 
 























PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 
Ionia County, Michigan 

 
Council Member   , supported by Council Member,    made a 
motion to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  15-22 
 

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE FRIENDS OF THE RED MILL AS A 
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION OPERATING IN THE COMMUNITY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF OBTAINING CHARITABLE GAMING LICENSES 

 
WHEREAS, the Friends of the Red Mill, LLC, is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to construct a 
timber-framed pavilion for the Portland community and surrounding areas and is recognized as a 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt organization by the Internal Revenue Service (see IRS Letter attached hereto as Exhibit A); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Friends of the Red Mill, LLC have been engaged in various fund raising activities in the 
community to support the project and will host an upcoming charity basketball game on March 18, 2015 
between the Portland Police Department and the Portland Area Fire Authority and the Friends of the Red 
Mill, LLC would like to conduct 50/50 Raffle during the game; and 

 
WHEREAS, the application for a charitable gaming license requires a copy of a resolution passed by the 
local body of government stating the organization is a recognized nonprofit organization in the community, 
a copy of the form resolution from the Charitable Gaming Division of the State Lottery Bureau are attached 
as Exhibit B.  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The City Council approves recognizing the Friends of the Red Mill, LLC as a nonprofit 
organization for the purpose of obtaining charitable gaming licenses and authorizes the 
City Clerk to sign and submit the required resolution.  

  
2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 
 
 

Ayes:   
Nays:  
Absent: 
Abstain:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
Dated: March 16, 2015     ________________________  
       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 
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