
 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

7:00 P.M. Monday, February 6, 2017 

City Council Chambers 

City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland Michigan 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Acceptance of Agenda  

IV. Public Comment  (5-minute time limit per speaker) 

V. City Manager Report  

VI. Presentations  

A. Proclamation Honoring Thomas R. Teitsma 

B. Portland District Librarian Grimminck – Annual Report 

 

VII. Public Hearing(s) - None 

VIII. Old Business – None  

IX. New Business  

A. Proposed Resolution 17-05 Approving, Authorizing, and Directing  

The Mayor to Sign a Contract with AT&T for Telephone Service 

B. Proposed Resolution 17-06 Approving a Contractual Rate Increase  

For Residential Trash Pick Up 

C. Proposed Resolution 17-07 Approving Bill No. 7 to the Michigan 

Department of Transportation for Work Performed on the Kent Street 

Improvement Project 

D. Proposed Resolution 17-08 Approving, Authorizing, and Directing  

The Mayor to Sign a Contract with WOW Business for the Police and 

Ambulance Department 

E. Proposed Resolution 17-09 Approving, Authorizing, and Directing  

The Mayor to Sign an Agreement with Core Technology for the Police 

Department 

F. Proposed Resolution 17-10 Approving the Michigan Main Street  

Program Community Requirements and Expectations Agreement 
 

X. Consent Agenda–   

A. Minutes & Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting 

held on January 16, 2017 and City Council Goal Session held 

on January 30, 2017 
 

Estimated 

Time 
 
 

7:00 PM 
 

7:01 PM 

7:02 PM 

7:03 PM 

7:05 PM 
 

 

 

7:10 PM 

7:15 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:20 PM 

 

7:23 PM 

 

7:25 PM 

 

 

7:27 PM 

 

 

7:30 PM 

 

 

7:33 PM 

 

 

 

7:35 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 



B. Payment of Invoices in the Amount of $142,114.18 and Payroll 

in the Amount of $110,795.35 for a Total of $252,909.53 

C. Purchase Orders over $5,000.00 - None 
 

         XI. Communications–   

A. Laura Virk – Boards and Commissions Application 

B. Grand River Water Trail Meeting – Thank You Note 

C. DDA Minutes for December 15, 2016 

D. DDA Treasurer’s Report for January 19, 2017 

E. Utility Billing Report for December 2016 

F. Water Department Report for January 2017 

G. On the Street Newsletter – February 2017 

H. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for January 

17, 2017 

I. MPSC Notice of Hearing for Consumers Energy 

 

XII. Other Business - None 

 

XIII. City Manager Comments  
 

XIV.  Council Comments 
 

XV.  Adjournment 
 

Estimated 

Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:37 PM 

 

7:40 PM 

 

7:45 PM 

 

7:50 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

PROCLAMATION HONORING OFFICER THOMAS R. TEITSMA, SR. 

WHEREAS, Officer Thomas R. Teitsma Sr. is being honored on the occasion of  his 

retirement from the Portland Police Department after 27 years of service to the City of 

Portland; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland wishes to recognize Officer Teitsma for his distinguished 

career with the Portland Police Department which began on February 15, 1990; and   

WHEREAS, during his time with the Portland Police Department, Officer Teitsma also 

served as Sergeant from 1999 through 2008 and the DARE/School Resource Officer from 

1999 until 2017; and  

WHEREAS, Officer Teitsma has been extremely valuable to the Portland Police Department 

working any and all shifts assigned including numerous holidays and weekends to protect the 

health, safety and welfare of his community; and  

WHEREAS, Officer Teitsma’s commitment and dedication to the City of Two Rivers demonstrates 

the true meaning of public service and is a testament for others to follow; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council are honored to have this opportunity to recognize 

the personal commitment and public service of Officer Thomas R. Teitsma, Sr.; and 

 

NOW THERFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE MAYOR AND PORTLAND CITY 

COUNCIL THAT Officer Thomas R. Teitsma, Sr. is commended for his outstanding public 

contributions and exemplary dedication to the residents of Portland.   

 

FURTHER, he is wished much happiness and success in his future endeavors. 

 

BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

_____________________       __________________________    _______________________ 

James E. Barnes, Mayor      Joel VanSlambrouck                       Patrick Fitzsimmons   

                                                Mayor Pro-Tem      
          
_____________________        ________________________      _______________________ 

Robert Baldyga                    Amanda Johnston                Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 

 

 

February 6, 2017            SEAL 



  

2015-2016 

Cory Grimminck, Library Director 

2015-2016 

Annual Report           

Portland District Library 

334 Kent Street 

Portland, MI  48875 

Today’s public libraries support 
· Lifelong learning · Early childhood education · 

· Local business and enterprise · 

· Access to technology and information for all citizens · 
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Annual Report 
July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016   

THIS LIBRARY IS A MEMBER OF THE WOODLANDS LIBRARY COOPERATIVE HEADQUARTERED  
IN ALBION, MICHIGAN. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The legal area of the Portland District Library is comprised of the City of Portland, 
Portland Township, and Danby Township. Each of these governmental units is represented by 
two residents who are appointed by their respective council or board to be on the Board of the 
Portland District Library.  
 The Portland District Library Board is an appointed board with four year terms; 
however, board members may be reappointed for additional terms if approved by their council 
or board.   The Board meets ten times per year, at 9:30 a.m. in the library.  The schedule will be 
decided at the beginning of the calendar year and posted.  Changes to the schedule will be 
made at the discretion of the board. 
 

Library Hours: 
Library Hours are from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Friday; and 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays.  The library is closed on Sundays.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Board Members:   

President: Nancy Marks (City of Portland) ‘18 

Vice President: John Tannery (Danby Township) ‘16 

Secretary Maureen Wallace (Portland Township) ‘20 

Treasurer: Mary Leik (Danby Township) ‘18 

Trustee: Mary Sue Barley (City of Portland) ‘17 

Trustee: Colleen Mauren (Portland Township) ‘18 

Library Staff:   

Library Director Cory Grimminck 
Administrative Assistant Laura Hager 
Youth Librarian Kristina Reynolds  
Library Clerk Jana Slisher 
Library Clerk Beckie Pline 
Library Clerk Julie Miles 
Library Clerk Brian Davis 
Library Clerk Chelsea Boucha     
Library Clerk Keeghan Ball 
Library Clerk Wendy Charles 
Library Clerk Sierra James  



Page 3 of 13 

 

 

 
 
The Collection: 

The library collection is comprised of books, magazines, and audiovisual materials for all 
ages.  

The book collection consists of board books, picture books, and junior easy readers for 
infants to early elementary aged children. There are general fiction and nonfiction sections for 
older elementary children, young adults, and adults. Individual collections include reference, 
parenting, and large print.  

The Library participates in a shared downloadable library through the Woodlands 
Cooperative.  In addition, this fiscal year we added a small collection of downloadable ebooks 
and audiobooks that are available for checkout only to our patrons.  This makes the wait time 
for popular books much shorter, and allows us to shape the collection to better suit the 
interests of our patrons. 

Audiovisuals include books on CD or Playaway (MP3 player pre-loaded with one book) 
for children and adults, educational and non-educational DVDs for children and adults, and 
music CDs for both children and adults. We have almost completely phased out our VHS, with 
the few titles left being items that have gone missing or need to be replaced.   

The library subscribes to 74 different magazines, 19 of which are for the children’s or 
teen rooms. We subscribe to the Lansing State Journal, and Ionia Sentinel-Standard on a daily 
basis. We also receive the Portland Review and Observer and have this newspaper on microfilm 
dating back to 1868.   

Housed in our History/Genealogy room are numerous historical materials. Included are 
county histories and plat maps, rural county directories, donated scrapbooks, high school 
yearbooks, pictures, flyers and pamphlets about the Portland area. Holdings of the Portland 
Historical Society are also available there.  

The library houses a business resource center for anyone interested in starting a new 
business or improving an existing one. The center features books and an online database.  

45%

32%

4%
8%

6%

2% 3%

Library Collection
2012-2013

Adult Books

Children's Books

Young adult Books

Videos/DVDs

Audiobooks

Magazines

Music CDs

LIBRARY COLLECTION 2014-
2015 

2015-
2016 

Adult fiction – hardcover 9,294 9386 

Adult non-fiction and reference 7,806 7,340 

Adult paperbacks  1,218 1,233 

Young adult books 1,874   1,564 

Juvenile fiction  4,448 4,324 

Juvenile non-fiction 3,039 3,126 

Juvenile picture books \ easy readers 4,684 4,878 

Parenting books 169 174 

Videos-adult 22 19 

DVDs - adult 1,957 2,155 

DVDs - juvenile 954 909 

Adult audiobooks 1,597 1,627 

Juvenile audiobooks 715 736 

Magazines 961 896 

Music CDs 1018 1,157 

TOTAL COLLECTION 39,756 39,524 
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Library Circulation Books-Adults

Books-Juvenile

Audiobooks

Magazines

DVDs

Interloan

Downloadables

Music CDs

 

 

Circulation Statistics 
Looking at the statistics, the majority of categories showed a decrease in circulation.  In 
speaking with other libraries throughout our cooperative, this seems to be both common and 
unexplained.  Overdrive usage continued to climb, particularly as we added the Advantage 
collection of books that are available only to Portland patrons.  There was also a slight increase 
in magazine circulation, mainly because we fixed the cataloging error that affected their 
circulation numbers.  The highest circulation months were July and August of 2015 and June of 
2016.  Our lowest circulation month was May of 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CIRCULATION STATISTICS July 1,2014-June 30,2015   July 1,2015-June 30, 2016 

Books-Adult 20,071 18,515 

Books – Juvenile 32,624 29,987 

BOOKS – TOTAL 52,695 48,502 

Juvenile Audiobooks 1,287 889 

Adult Audiobooks 3,864 3,644 

Magazines 865 968 

DVDs 11,911 11,300 

Juvenile DVDs 4,421 4,253 

Music CDs 2,485                                   2,209 

Overdrive downloadable books 6,579 7,745 

Overdrive Advantage books N/A 313 

Interloan requests filled 3,910                                                    3,394 

TOTAL CIRCULATION 88,017 items 83,217 items 
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3,883
4,974

3,404
2,213

2,988
1,861

497 409390 377
1,301

579
1,449

667

2,501

Library Service Area Registered Borrowers

Population of Library Service Area

City of Portland Portland Township Danby Township

Orange Township (50%) Sebewa Township (33.33%) Eagle Township (50.07%)

Westphalia Township (61.73%) Other

Total In Service Area:  13,912 persons 
 
Population of the Service Area 

The library service area is comprised of both legal and contractual populations. Our legal 
service population is comprised of the City of Portland, Portland Township, and Danby 
Township.  The library receives state aid, penal fine monies, and voted millage income based on 
the population of these areas.   

We also have contracts with Orange and Sebewa Townships in Ionia County and receive 
a percentage of the state aid, penal fine monies, and millage income based on the population of 
these areas.  In addition, we have contracts with Westphalia and Eagle Townships in Clinton 
County, and the Portland Library receives a percentage of the state aid and penal fine monies 
available due to our percentage of the population as reported by the Township Boards.   

Westphalia Township’s population is split between Portland and St. Johns libraries, with 
a small portion going to Grand Ledge. Eagle Township is split between Portland and Grand 
Ledge libraries. Orange Township is split between Portland and Ionia libraries. Sebewa 
Township is split between Portland, Lake Odessa, and Sunfield Libraries.  Library contracts 
deciding these percentages and any other financial allocations to the library are agreed upon by 
the Township Board and the Library Board, and then sent on to the Library of Michigan for 
approval. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of Service Area (Census 
2010) 

Percentage 
Served 

Legal Area 
Population 

Contractual  Area Population 

City of Portland 100% 3,883  

Portland Township 100% 3,404  

Danby Township 100% 2,988  

  Total:  10,275  

Orange Township 50%  497 

Sebewa Township 33.33%  390 

Eagle Township 51.07%  1,301 

Westphalia Township 61.73%  1,449 

   Total:   3,637 
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Registered Borrowers  
515 persons registered for their first library card from July 2015- June 2016. Of these, 

176 reside in the City of Portland, 94 in Portland Township, 63 in Danby Township, 27 in Eagle 
Township, 20 in Westphalia Township, 25 in Lyons Township, 17 in Orange Township, and 18 in 
Sebewa. We also had 49 register from “other” areas.   

Borrowers from areas designated as “other” reside in Ionia, Grand Ledge, Sunfield, 
Fowler, and other surrounding cities and villages or in surrounding townships such as Dallas, 
Berlin, Odessa, and Roxand.   

Children must be six years old to be eligible for their own library card. Youth under 16 
years must have the signature of a parent or legal guardian on the application form.  Every 
applicant must provide proof of address when applying for a library card.  Patrons are given 
their first card without charge when they join the library; however, if this card is lost they need 
to pay a $2.00 replacement fee to receive a new one.   A library card is required for checking 
out books and for using the internet computer stations.  

 
 
 

 

The very existence of libraries affords the best evidence that 

we may yet have hope for the future of man. 

-T.S. Eliot 

  

 

Registered Borrowers (2015-2016)  

Portland City 4,974 

Portland Township 2,213 

Danby Township 1,861 

Eagle Township 579 

Orange Township 409 

Sebewa Township 377 

Westphalia Township 667 

Other 2,601 

TOTAL  13,681   
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Expenses

Salaries/Staff expenses

Repairs/utilities/
maintenance

Programming/ Publicity

Supplies/postage/ bank
charges

Library materials

Professional fees

Technology

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Income 
 Due to rising property values in our area, the Portland District Library had an increase in 

income from the previous year.  In 2014-15, our income was $429,057. This year the income 

was $21,134 higher.  For the most part, this was due to an increase in the millage, which offset 

a rather significant decrease in penal fines from Ionia County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

INCOME  

Operating millage plus 
delinquent millage 

$315,121 

Penal fines- Ionia 
County 

$75,121 

Penal fines- Clinton 
County 

$15,138 

Gifts/grant/memorials $8,639 

Interest $6,105 

Overdue/Lost items $8,136 

State Aid to Libraries $10,054 

Fees and charges 
(printouts, fax use, 
etc.) 

$8,659 

Other $3,218 
 

TOTAL: $450,191 

EXPENSES: 
 

 

Salaries/Staff expenses $250,073 

Repairs/maintenance/utilities/
equipment 

$82,695 

Library materials (books, 
periodicals, AV) 

$50,735 

Professional fees (accounting, 
insurance, audit) 

$14,616 

Technology (Hardware, 
software, tech support) 

$21,671 

Programming/ Publicity $4,147 

Supplies/postage/bank 
charges 

$5,229 

TOTAL: $429,166 

70%

17%

3%
2%

1%

2% 2%
2%

1%
Income

Operating millage plus
delinquent millage
Penal fines- Ionia County

Penal fines- Clinton County

Gifts and grants

Interest

Overdues/Lost items

State Aid to Libraries

Fees and charges (printouts, fax
use, etc.)
Other
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Programs and Classes-Children:  
 
Summer 2015:   

Our summer reading program this year was themed “Every Hero 
Has a Story.”  We held one large program each week, which either 
highlighted a speaker or a craft. 

The Monday Movie series, where we show feature-length films 
for kids, continues to be a community favorite, along with the Young 

Writers Club.  Get Your Game on, a weekly video game program continued on this year.  This 
was the year of the tornado and we had a special visit by Maranda to provide some relief for 
the kids.  She brought t-shirts, snacks (including ice cream), and more for the kids, and more 
than 400 people came out to see her. 
  
 
Fall 2015:   

Busy Bees, a weekly program for toddlers, continued in September.  We celebrated the 
Angelina Ballerina with a tea party.  

In October, we held a weekly movie series of Not-So-Scary 
Halloween movies, made Halloween decorations, and held the Chiller Book 
Club for kids ages 7-12. For Halloween, the library was once again turned 
into a Spooktacular event that included a haunted house.     

In early November, we went to the schools to promote our very 
successful Battle of the Books program, which is offered to 3rd through 5th 
graders. The kids form teams and become experts on four books. They 
practice book trivia for three months and compete against other kids in the 
county.  In addition, we held a release party for the 10th “Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
Book,” and for younger kids, The Good Dinosaur visited us.  
 
 
Winter 2015/2016:    

The weather was perfect for the Family Holiday Fun event, featuring a visit from 
Rooftop Reindeer. This event is always one of our most popular, and is co-hosted by the Friends 

of the Library and the Library Board.  Later, Santa visited, which is 
always fun for the kids. During Christmas Break, we showed several 
festive kid’s movies. 

In January we held several Spirit 
Nights and practice battles for the 
Battle of the Books program. Jake from 

“Jake and the Neverland Pirates” came during our Pirate Party.  
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Spring 2016:     

Spring brought many programs, from 
an essential oil class for adults, to hosting 
illustrator Francis Vallejo.  The Easter Egg Hunt 
was popular again this year.  
 Spring Break was all about travel. We created picture frames and 
scrapbooks for our memories, and built forts to pretend we were visiting 

faraway places. To finish the theme, we held a Once upon an Ever After party where kids could 
go wherever their imagination took them.  
School tours started in late May and ran into early June. Most of the teachers from the 
elementary schools brought their students to the library to see what was 
new, and to help promote the Summer Reading Program.   
 Our summer reading theme this year was fitness, so we kicked off 
with an Olympic themed program.  
  
Conclusion:  

Over the course of the year, we held 183 programs and tours for 
the children of Portland, with an attendance of approximately 5138. 
Story Time and Busy Bees were offered throughout the year, as well as 
a mix of special programs and theme-based parties.  By inviting children 
to the library for a variety of events and programs, we hope to foster an 

enduring love for the public library. 
 
Programs and Classes for Teens: 
Summer 2015: 
This was the year to revamp the teen summer reading program. They read books of different 
genres and completed bingo cards. They turned the cards in for a chance to win prizes. And we 
held our first annual NerdCon for all things nerdy! It was a great event.  
 
 
Fall 2015: 

We started an after-school club that met once a month on 
Thursdays. We did a variety of crafts and projects. 
 
Winter 2015/2016: 

We had a crochet class in December, 
and in January we celebrated the Norse Gods 
with a Rick Riordion party. To break up the 

winter blues, we hosted a lock-in as well.  
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Spring 2015: 
We decorated eggs, introduced various board games during board game night, and enjoyed 
Tacos for Cinco de Mayo.  

  
Conclusion: 
 Over the course of the year, we held 53 programs for the teens of 
Portland, with an attendance of around 689.  
  

 
Adult Events and Programs:  
Summer 2015: 

The adult writers club, decided to meet bi-weekly, but otherwise continued throughout 
the entire year.  The members of this group come from all over the county, and we’re happy to 
provide them with a regular space to meet.  We continued our one-on-one computer help 
three times a week.   

In July, we had our second “Art After Dark” program, with five people creating altered 
book art. 

August brought another installment of “Art After Dark,” which brought 12 people into 
the library for mosaics.  In addition, we had a visit from the Overdrive Digital Bookmobile—32 
people toured the bookmobile while it was here, learning more about downloadable books. 
 
 
Fall 2015: 
 September’s “Art After Dark” program involved making clay pots, which 10 people 
joined us for. 
 11 people came to the library in October to paint, as part of our “Art After Dark” series. 
 November brought Kathleen Hengesbach, educating six people on estate planning.  
Everyone in attendance got a lot out of the session.  We also had another installment of a craft 
program to help patrons get a head start on their holidays.  Six people showed up to make 
holiday ornaments, decorations, and a cookie-mix-in-a-jar.  And finally, five people showed up 
for November’s printmaking “Art After Dark.” 
 
 
Winter 2015/2016: 
 The holiday season kicked off with the Friends of the Library decorating the building in 
festive finery.  The library was an official drop spot for Toys for Tots again this year. The Library 
Board and the Friends of PDL partnered with the library to host a holiday open house complete 
with crafts, prize drawings, delicious food, and live reindeer.  430 people attended this 
incredible event. 
   For the second year, PDL served as a satellite site for the Calvin College January series.  
This means that we are able to live stream one-hour lectures by renowned authors for our 
patrons.  Attendance at this series more than doubled, I think in part due to our increased 
promotions and the snacks we served.  January’s Art After Dark, String Art, had 11 attendees. 
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February kicked off another year of the Ionia County Library Association’s “On the Same 
Page” program.  This program tries to get everyone in the county reading and discussing the 
same book, which this year was The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion.  Once again, we gave 
away 30 copies of the book to patrons in exchange for the donation of a canned good. 
   
Spring 2016 
 “On the Same Page” continued in March, with a “Friends of the Library” 
book discussion, and a finale event for all the libraries at an Ionia pub.  In 
March, we also had our first annual “Portland Creates” all-ages art contest.  
There were 131 entries, 940 votes, and over 200 people attended the closing 
reception. 
 In May, the glass vessels installment of “Art After Dark” drew five 
people.  
 
 
 
Other Services: 
  The library provides a fax machine, laminating machine, and a copier for a nominal fee 
for public use. There are several areas that provide patrons an opportunity to put up local flyers 
on community boards. Tax forms are available in the spring, making us one of the only places in 
Portland to pick up hard copies of the forms.  We also participate in the Michigan Adventure 
Pass program—which provides free or reduced admission to a variety of cultural venues and 
state parks throughout the state. 
 
 
Computers: 
 We have eight adult Internet computers with access to both a black and white and a 
color printer. In addition to internet access, Microsoft Office (which includes word, excel, and 
publisher) is available for patron use on these computers.  We offer Ancestry.com, a genealogy 
database, for use on the library computers.  Patrons were allowed 60 minutes, with an 
opportunity to extend their time by 30 minutes, on seven of the eight computers. Patrons were 
allowed to extend their time twice, as long as there was no waiting list. They have been 
permitted to use the computers twice a day with a two hour wait period between sessions.  The 
eighth computer is an “Express” station- fifteen minutes of computer time only. This is for 
people who simply want to stop in to check email or look up quick information.   There are 
eight computers available in the children’s room for those under 14 years of age. Five are for 
school age children and have filtered Internet access. The other three are AWE early literacy 
computers.  These have touch screens and contain a huge variety of educational games and 
activities.  They have proven to be very popular with our younger patrons. 
 Along with the service of high speed Internet access, the library is a free wireless access 
point, which many patrons take advantage of by bringing their own laptops in to use.  
 
 

 

Swinging Girl by Mckayln Zigler 
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Meeting Room and Display Case:   

The Community Meeting Room, located at the bottom of the stairs, has been used 
several times each month by local groups or committees. Groups who would like to use this 
room need to register in advance. The room is free to non-profit organizations—otherwise 
there is a nominal fee. 
 One of the goals of the library is to involve the community in decorating the display case 
found in the lower level lobby with a different exhibit each month.  This year we had several 
interesting and unique collections on show for the public. Some of those collections were a 
holiday display, a historical society display of local women, a collection of antique auto repair 
tools, and the Portland Garden Club geranium sale. 
 
  

Website 
 The site currently has links to Mel.org (interlibrary loan and databases), Overdrive 

Media site, where one can go to download books, 
Pronunciator, our language learning site, and the PDL blog.  
Also, for their convenience, patrons can view the catalog 
on the website, place holds on PDL books, and renew their 
books. 
 There is a reference and genealogy page for people 
looking for information and quick links to local and 
national sites. A review page holds information on new 
book arrivals. The children’s, teen, adult, and Friend of the 
Library pages are good pages to look at when you need to 

find information about their events and activities.  
Visit the website at www.pdl.michlibrary.org.  
 
 
Director’s Report 
 This year was all about the community partnering with the library to create and support 
several initiatives.  The Library board and staff have spent the past five years focusing on 
improving the library experience for patrons, and it is extremely gratifying to witness the 
generosity and hard work of the public 
 While the millage renewal vote technically fell in fiscal year 2016/17, most of the hard 
work fell in this fiscal year.  A county-wide committee of concerned citizens was formed to 
spread the word on the campaign, and they were dedicated and inspiring.  There was plenty of 
work to be done on the library level—library staff, the board, and the Friends of the Portland 
District Library were kept busy!  It’s always difficult to ask for support, especially of the financial 
sort, but this community could not have been more supportive.  The number of people who 
visited our booth at local events, attended our programs, and pledged their support was 
overwhelming.  This millage renewal would not have passed without the support of this 
community. 

http://www.pdl.michlibrary.org/
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 For the first time this year, we held our “Portland Creates” event, an all-ages art contest 
that allowed us to work with some groups that we don’t always have as much contact with.  We 
were able to get a grant from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and Lowell 
Arts!, without which none of this would have been possible.  Several local groups were 
involved, including local art teachers, Portland Federal Credit Union, and the Portland 
Community Arts Council.  Participation exceeded our expectations, and the excitement that was 
evident from both the artists and the public was the best reward. 
 A long-time dream of library staff came true with the creation of the Children’s 
Storytime garden, which celebrates the life of beloved local teacher, Diane Wdzenczny.  The 
entire community was so generous—with their time, enthusiasm, plants, and monetary 
donations—that the garden turned out better than we ever could have imagined.  Losing 
someone is a terrible thing, but I’m happy that the library could play a small part in helping the 
community heal. 
 All in all, it was a wonderful year, and I look forward to more of the same.  There are 
some exciting projects brewing on the back burner, including the digitization of the local history 
collection, help for local entrepreneurs, and some ideas to make the library more attractive to 
those who don’t usually use it.  Together, we can make all this happen . . . and more. 
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City of Portland 
Portland, Michigan 

Minutes of the City Council Meeting 
Held on Monday, January 16, 2017 
In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 
Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, and Johnston; City 
Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Kirk; DDA/Main Street Transitional Coordination 
Director Briggs 
 
Absent:  Mayor Barnes 
 
Guests: Kathy Parsons; Mike Judd 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Barnes  
  Adopted 
 
Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to excuse the absence of Mayor Barnes. 
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Barnes 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated that he met with the Supervisors of both 
Danby Twp. and Portland Twp. to discuss several topics but to specifically discuss the Portland Area 
Municipal Authority (PAMA) related to ensuring that there is not a duplication of services with the 
Portland Area Fire Authority (PAFA). The jurisdictions are going to move forward with gathering more 
information on this issue. 
 
The City Council Annual Goal Session will be held Monday, January 30, 2017 at 5:00 P.M. at City Hall. 
 
City Manager Gorman reported that City Staff is exploring the option of privatization of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. A meeting was held this week to look at the “big picture” of taking this action. Further 
discussion will be postponed for a year or two at which time the current Wastewater Superintendent will 
retire. This time period will also coincide with the union contract negotiation period. Council will address 
this issue at its upcoming goal session. 
 
Officer Tom Teitsma will be retiring after 27 years of service to the Portland Police Department. There 
will be a formal recognition of his service in the near future. 
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City Manager Gorman noted the very high river levels and noted that the City does monitor the river 
levels. They peaked last week and have now begun to recede. 
 
In regard to the potential development by Sparrow on the property at Grand River Ave. and Cutler Rd., 
the purchase document language is in the process of being reviewed and edited. 
 
Under Presentations, DDA/Main Street Transitional Coordination Director Briggs stated that the hiring 
process for a new DDA/Main Street Director is ongoing, the committee is currently in the process of 
reviewing the submitted resumes for the position. Representatives of the National Main Street Program 
will be Portland next week for the Refresh program. They have been invited to attend the Grand River 
Water Trail Meeting that will be held from 9:00 A.M. – Noon on Thursday, January 26, 2017 as they may 
be able to incorporate this process into the Main Street program’s strategy plan. The DDA will be focusing 
on implementation of the DDA Development Plan adopted in May of 2014 and planning for the Fiscal 
Year 2017/2018 Budget. 
 
Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 17-02 to approve Farabee Mechanical’s 
proposal to perform maintenance and inspection on the diesel generators in the amount of $16,969.00 
contingent on the approval of the Board of Light & Power. 
 
Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-02 approving Farabee 
Mechanical’s proposal to perform maintenance on the diesel generators contingent upon the approval of 
the Board of Light & Power. 
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Barnes 
  Adopted 
 
The Council considered Resolution 17-03 to approve Farabee Mechanical’s proposal to perform 
improvements on the two diesel generators in the amount of $22,496.00 contingent on the approval of the 
Board of Light & Power. 
  
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to approve Resolution 17-03 approving Farabee 
Mechanical’s proposal to perform improvements on the diesel generators contingent upon the approval of 
the Board of Light & Power. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Barnes 
  Adopted 
 
The Council considered Resolution 17-04 to approve a Resolution of Local Approval for a Specially 
Designated Merchant (SDM) License Application for Tom’s Fuel Center who currently operates a gas 
station at 1700 E. Grand River Ave. They now seek to have a SDM License to sell beer and wine at that 
facility. The Michigan Liquor Control Commission requires a Resolution of Local Approval to be 
included in all completed license applications prior to review and approval. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-04 approving, authorizing, 
and directing the City Clerk to sign a Resolution of Local Approval for a Specially Designated Merchant 
(SDM) License Application for Tom’s Fuel Center. 
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  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Barnes 
  Adopted 
 
Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the 
Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on January 3, 2017, payment of 
invoices in the amount of $112,122.25 and payroll in the amount of $104,015.17 for a total of $216,137.42. 
Purchase orders to Michigan Municipal Electric Association in the amount of $5,946.00 for 2017 
membership dues, Keusch Brothers in the amount of $6,681.50 for the C&I Energy Optimization Program, 
MPPA in the amount of $14,754.85 for 2017 membership dues, and the Portland Area Fire Authority in 
the amount of $27,494.48 for 3rd Quarter Fire Services were also included. 
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Barnes 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman stated that the Parks & Recreation Department 
will be hosting the Annual Daddy Daughter Dance in February. Due to capacity issues the event may be 
split into 2 nights. 
 
There are currently 2 openings on the Board of Review and 1 on the Economic Development 
Corporation. 
 
The Grand River Water Trail meeting will be held Thursday, January 26, 2017 from 9:00 A.M. to Noon 
and is open to the public. 
 
City Manager Gorman reminded residents that parking is prohibited on City streets between 2:00 and 
6:00 A.M. through April 1st to aid DPW crews in the safe removal of snow. He further reminded 
residents to remove snow from sidewalks and around fire hydrants. 
 
City Manager Gorman asked residents to break down boxes that are put into the cardboard recycling 
container at the DPW. He also asked that when the container is full to wait until it is emptied to dispose 
of cardboard. 
 
Under Council Comments, Council Member Baldyga asked for an update on the progress of construction 
on the Old School Manor. 
 
City Manager Gorman stated that he will ask the project manager to give an update at the next meeting. 
 
City Manager Gorman also stated that discussions between the affected parties are ongoing for the 
McDonald’s property. He is cautiously optimistic that the redevelopment of McDonald’s will move 
forward. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck stated that the VFW will host a Hamburger Night to raise funds for the 
Portland Community Fund. They are still working to replenish funds expended after the tornado. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to adjourn the regular meeting. 
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  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Barnes 
  Adopted 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:38 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Joel VanSlambrouck, Mayor Pro-Tem 
 
 
_________________________ 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk   



City of Portland 
Synopsis of the Minutes of the February 6, 2017 City Council Meeting 

 

The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor James E. Barnes at 7:00 P.M. 
Present – Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, and 
Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Kirk; DDA/Main Street 
Transitional Coordination Director Briggs 
Absent – Mayor Barnes 
Presentation - DDA/Main Street Transitional Coordination Director Briggs presented a report on 
the DDA/Main Street activities. 
Approval of Resolution 17-02 approving Farabee Mechanical’s proposal to perform 
maintenance on the diesel generators contingent upon the approval of the Board of Light & 
Power. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of Resolution 17-03 approving Farabee Mechanical’s proposal to perform 
improvements on the diesel generators contingent upon the approval of the Board of Light & 
Power. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of Resolution 17-04 approving, authorizing, and directing the City Clerk to sign a 
Resolution of Local Approval for a Specially Designated Merchant (SDM) License Application 
for Tom’s Fuel Center. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of the Consent Agenda. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Adjournment at 7:38 P.M. 
All in favor.  Adopted.  
A copy of the approved Minutes is available upon request at City Hall, 259 Kent Street. 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 
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City of Portland 
Portland, Michigan 

Minutes of the City Council Goal Session 
Held on Monday, January 30, 2017 

In the Executive Conference Room at City Hall 
 
Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, 
Baldyga, and Johnston 
 
Staff: City Manager Gorman, City Finance Officer Kinde and City Clerk Miller 
 
The session was called to order at 5:00 A.M. by Mayor Barnes. 
 
Mayor Barnes provided information and feedback on the City Manager review and its process. 
 
City Manager Gorman presented documents to Council including the goals submitted by the 
Department Heads, a results summary of the budget questionnaire completed by the Council 
Members, and the Master Plan Community Vision and Implementation. 
 
There was a review and discussion of the Budget Priority Questionnaire results. The Council 
specifically discussed the street project priorities and how to finance the projects, the addition of 
another police officer, the need for a new Police Department building, the need for a new DPW 
building/complex, Code Enforcement and whether the City should pursue a Rental Maintenance 
Code, many areas related to Parks and Recreation, curb side recycling, audit and engineering 
services, and various other topics. 
 
The Council reviewed the goals submitted by the Department Heads for the upcoming Fiscal Year. 
 
There was discussion. 
 
City Manager Gorman reviewed the list of Budget Policy Issues. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
James E. Barnes, Mayor 
 
 
_________________________ 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk   
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