
 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

7:00 P.M. Monday, January 16, 2017 

City Council Chambers 

City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland Michigan 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Acceptance of Agenda  

IV. Motion to Excuse Mayor Barnes 

V. Public Comment  (5-minute time limit per speaker) 

VI. City Manager Report  

VII. Presentations  

A. DDA/Main Street Report – Margery Briggs 

 

VIII. Public Hearing(s) - None 

IX. Old Business – None  

X. New Business  

A. Proposed Resolution 17-02 Approving Farabee Mechanical’s  

Proposal to Perform Maintenance on the Diesel Generators  

Contingent upon the Approval of the Board of Light & Power 

B. Proposed Resolution 17-03 Approving Farabee Mechanical’s  

Proposal to Perform Improvements on the Diesel Generators  

Contingent upon the Approval of the Board of Light & Power 

C. Proposed Resolution 17-04 Approving, Authorizing, and Directing  

The City Clerk to Sign a Resolution of Local Approval for a Specially 

Designated Merchant (SDM) License Application for Tom’s Fuel  

Center 
 

XI. Consent Agenda–   

A. Minutes & Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting 

held on January 3, 2017 

B. Payment of Invoices in the Amount of $112,122.25 and Payroll 

in the Amount of $104,015.17 for a Total of $216,137.42 

C. Purchase Orders over $5,000.00 

1. Michigan Municipal Electric Association in the Amount of  

$5,946.00 for 2017 Membership Dues 

2. Keusch Brothers in the Amount of $6,681.50 for the MPPA Energy 

Smart C&I Program – Energy Optimization Program 
 

Estimated 

Time 
 
 

7:00 PM 
 

7:01 PM 

7:02 PM 

7:03 PM 

7:05 PM 
 

7:10 PM 

 

 

7:20 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:25 PM 

 

 

7:28 PM 

 

 

7:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

7:35 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 



3. MPPA in the Amount of $14,754.85 for 2017 Membership Dues 

4. Portland Area Fire Authority in the Amount of $27,494.48 for 3rd 

Quarter Fire Services (January – March 2017) 
 

         XI. Communications–   

A. Police Department Report for December 2016 

B. Water Department Report for December 2016 

C. Wastewater Treatment Plant Report for December 2016 

D. Portland Area Municipal Authority Minutes for October 5, 

2016 

E. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for January 

10, 2017 

 

XII. Other Business - None 

 

XIII. City Manager Comments  

 

XIV.  Council Comments 

 

XV.  Adjournment 

 

Estimated 

Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:37 PM 

 

7:40 PM 

 

7:45 PM 

 

7:50 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Decision 
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City of Portland 
Portland, Michigan 

Minutes of the City Council Meeting 
Held on Tuesday, January 3, 2016 
In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 
Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, and 
Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Kirk 
 
Guests: Paul Galdes and Jon Moxey of Fleis & VandenBrink; Kathy Parsons 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented. 
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated that the City of Portland will host the Grand 
River Water Trail meeting on Thursday, January 26, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon at City Hall to discuss 
the ongoing project to develop a water trail along Grand River. The public is invited and encouraged to 
attend. 
 
The City Council Goal Session will be held Monday evening, January 30, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  
 
City Manager Gorman will meet with Roman Wilson of the DEQ in regard to brownfields to ensure that 
Portland is taking full advantage of all opportunities available.  
 
City Staff will be soon be setting the date for the Annual Cleanup Day and working toward establishing 
internal controls to address the number of trips made by individuals, traffic, and other issues. 
 
City Staff will be looking into making technology upgrades to the Council Chambers and City Hall. 
 
Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 17-01 to approve the Street Capital 
Improvement Plan prepared by Fleis & VandenBrink. City Manager Gorman explained that in order to 
effectively assess the condition of the City streets and prioritize projects, city staff and city engineers 
conducted a street inventory based on the Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) study for 
street surface condition rating. A public meeting was held on Monday, August 29, 2016 to review the 
findings of the PASER study and to seek input from the City Council and the public in regard to the 
prioritization of projects. Based on the findings of the PASER study and input received at the public 
meeting, the city engineers and city staff developed the Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
Paul Galdes, of Fleis & VandenBrink, stated that the priority of street improvements by use of the 
PASER program is to assess the street surfaces. The known condition of the utility infrastructure also 
needs to be taken into account. Over time other factors can also affect the anticipated priority of street 
projects. 
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Jon Moxey, of Fleis & VandenBrink, presented the proposed Capital Improvement Plan with the projects 
and anticipated date of construction. 
 
There was discussion of the potential SAW Grant funding which would allow for further planning 
purposes related to the wastewater system and the priority for street projects. 
 
Mr. Moxey also provided information on the consideration given to the anticipated extra $500,000-
$600,000 for the realignment of a new Divine Hwy. bridge next to the current one. The application for 
funding has been revised to NOT include a newly aligned bridge which is likely to make the application 
more attractive for approval. 
 
City Manager Gorman stated that the only advantage to building a new bridge next to the current bridge 
is the convenience having it open during construction. 
 
Mr. Moxey stated there would be a possibility off keeping the current bridge as a pedestrian bridge. 
 
Mr. Galdes pointed out that would be another bridge that would need to be maintained by the City. 
 
City Manager Gorman further stated that a newly placed bridge closed to Two Rivers Park may affect 
development plans for that area. 
 
Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-01 approving the Capital 
Improvement Plan prepared by Fleis & VandenBrink. 
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes 
the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on December 19, 2016, payment 
of invoices in the amount of $118,421.60 and payroll in the amount of $195,488.78 for a total of 
$313,910.38. A purchase order to Utility Service Company in the amount of $15,416.63 for quarterly 
maintenance of the water towers was included. 
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman reminded residents that parking is prohibited on 
City streets between 2:00 and 6:00 A.M. through April 1st to aid DPW crews in the safe removal of snow. 
He further reminded residents to remove snow from sidewalks and around fire hydrants. 
 
City Manager Gorman thanked city staff for being available and on call over the Holiday Season. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to adjourn the regular meeting. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes  
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
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Meeting adjourned at 7:39 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
James E. Barnes, Mayor 
 
 
_________________________ 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk   



City of Portland 
Synopsis of the Minutes of the January 3, 2017 City Council Meeting 

 

The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Barnes at 7:00 P.M. 
Present – Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, 
Baldyga, and Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Kirk 
Approval of Resolution 17-01 approving the Capital Improvement Plan prepared by Fleis & 
VandenBrink. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of the Consent Agenda. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Adjournment at 7:39 P.M. 
All in favor.  Adopted.  
A copy of the approved Minutes is available upon request at City Hall, 259 Kent Street. 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 





































PORTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT

STATISTICAL INFORMATION

December 2016

83 Pistol Purchase Permits 7

11 PBT's 44

44 FOIA Requests 18

6 Sex Offender Registrations 1

6 Other Misc Function 45

7 Training 16

Directed Patrol 0 Administrative 158

Total Stops 42 Physical Business Checks

Traffic Citations 23 Interior 90

Verbal Warnings 43 Exterior 14

Parking Citations 44 Patrol Contacts 287

Admin Citations 2

Misdemeanor Charges 11

9

5

Felony Arrests 2

(# of Persons)

Juvenile Apprehensions 1

Assists to other Law Enforcement Agencies:

December 4, 2016,  Assist to IOSH at E Grand River  near Kelsey for an officer requesting priority assistance.

Notable Investigations:

Misdemeanor Arrests (# 

of Persons)

Arrests

Other Functions

Other

Follow Up Complaints

Assist to PPD

Assist to Fire / EMS

Assist Other Depts

Traffic Stops

Calls for Service

Dispatched

Patrol Originated

December 31, 2016, Assist to IOSH on E Grand River near Minkley for a report of a breaking and entering in 

progress. 

Sgt Ludwick investigated a complaint of a retail fraud at a local business that revealed the suspect as an 

employee of that business.  The employee had allegedly been embezzling merchandise while working and 

shoplifting on several different occassions.  Additional information revealed that the suspect had enticed their 

juvenile child to shoplift as well.  The suspect was lodged on charges of Retail Fraud - 1st Degree, Enticing a 

minor to commit a crime, and Possession of a scanner by a felon. 

December 4, 2016, Assist to IOSH at E Grand River near Hudson Rd to remove a deer from the middle of the 

road. No other law enforcement units were available.

Felony Charges

December 13, 2016, Assist to IOSH on I-96 near Peake Rd for an investigation of a kidnapping. 

December 10, 2016,  Assist to MSP with a felony traffic stop / methamphetamine investigation on Towner Rd 

near Charlotte Hwy



City Of Portland 
Water Department 

Monthly Water Report 
December 2016 

 

          

            Monthly Water Production                                                                       Daily Water Production 

 

Well #4          8,917,000 Gallons                         Well #4              287,645 Gallons 

Well #5                          0 Gallons         Well #5             0 Gallons 

Well #6                          0 Gallons         Well #6                          0 Gallons   

Well #7              0 Gallons         Well #7                         0 Gallons 

 

Daily Average Water Production for All Wells             287,645       Gallons 

 

Total Water Production for the Month                8, 917,000  Gallons 

Total Water Production for the Previous Month              7,588,000  Gallons 

Total Production increased by                     1,329,000 Gallons 

 

Total Production for This Month from the Previous Year                          8,982,000 Gallons 

Total Production decreased by                                                               65,000 Gallons 

 

             

                                                                                                                                  Rodney D. Smith Jr. 
 Water Technician 



 

PORTLAND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2016 

 
 
 

NPDES COMPLIANCE 
 
The City WWTP was not in compliance with the NPDES permit limitations for the 
month of December 2016. The 5-Day CBOB had invalid results for 12/14 and 12/15 due 
to Dissolved Oxygen depletion < 2.0 mg/L. This also resulted in non-compliance for the 
calculated percent removal for these two days. 
 
OPERATIONS 
 
The WWTP treated 12.0 million gallons and discharged 8.4 million gallons for the 
month of December. The CBOD was 4ppm, the Total Suspended Solids were 8ppm, the 
phosphorus was 0.6ppm, and the fecal coliform was 9 counts/100ml. 
 
The Dissolved Oxygen Sensor (DO) or the DO controller has failed. The DO sensor is 
part of the automatic aeration blower control system. We had Windemuller send a 
technician out twice over the past eighteen months to troubleshoot the problem. Both 
times they were able to get it to work only temporarily before it failed again. Fortunately 
we have been able to manually operate the aeration blowers. This however is not the most 
efficient method to maintain a consistent DO level in the aeration basins. The last 
technician conferred with the manufacturer technical support and has drawn the 
conclusion that one or the other of the components has failed but there is no way to 
determine which one. A quote was given and the work has been ordered to have the 
components replaced. This work should be done during the second week of January. 
 
The City Council passed the Resolution to upgrade the heating in the Grit and the 
thickener buildings. This work has been ordered. There is an eight week lead time from 
the manufacturer for the Grit building heating/air handler equipment for the Grit & 
Screening building. This work should be performed in February. 
 
Synagro was here on December 21 to haul and land apply the Biosolids. The work went 
smoothly and they were done by 3:30 PM. 
 
The Hydromatic pump at the Rindlehaven lift Station (Cutler Rd.) failed again. This 
pump had been out last spring for major repairs and was placed back into service in mid- 
June. The pump was pulled and sent out to determine why it failed. We were told that the 
nut that holds the impellor to the motor shaft had come loose and as a result the seal was 
damaged on the motor. Since the impellor was replaced during the last repair and 
apparently was not tightened securely, I insisted that Kerr Pumps make the repair at no 
charge to us. 
 



Mindy Tolan informed me that Mike Owen is planning to retire at the end of January. I 
confirmed this with Mike and I was told by him that he plans on retiring on January 30 or 
31. Mindy and I reviewed the job description so that she could proceed with posting the 
position. This was done with no response from any of the current employees. The job will 
be advertised through outside sources. This should be done as soon as possible as it is 
very difficult for two operators to cover the WWTP and the collection system during the 
interim. 
 
The Christmas and New Year holidays went smoothly without any unforeseen problems. 
 
Once again we had a CBOD permit violation. This was due to too little depletion in the 
CBOD samples which provide invalid results. As a result of the invalid results we also 
could not compute the percent removals. The lack of depletion is probably the result of 
the river freezing over and the level rising considerably. This results in river water 
infiltration in the sewer main interceptor on Water Street. Snow melt on the streets is also 
a contributor to infiltration through the manhole covers. The result of the infiltration is 
increased plant flows which result in a diluted influent. If the percent dilutions of the 
samples are not increased accordingly, there will be a lack of depletion. Three of the four 
samplings were prepared by Tim Krizov. I reviewed this with Tim and had him increase 
the sample size. All of the samples for the remainder of the month produced valid results. 
I will continue to monitor closely and make sure that he learns how to recognize when to 
adjust the sample dilutions. This violation was reported to the MDEQ as required by the 
NPDES permit with a follow up letter submitted on the MiWaters site. 
 

Maintenance & Capitol Expenses for December 1, 2016 to December 31, 
2016 
 

      ITEM                COST 
State of Michigan – Annual NPDES fee                                                              $     400.00 
Synagro – Biosolids Fecal Coliform Analysis                                                     $     440.00 
Tom’s Do It Center – Comet Cleanser                                                                 $        1.29 
Diekevers Roofing – Secondary Digester roofing replacement                           $  8950.00 
Environmental Sales – Vogelsang Wear plates                                                    $  1095.96 
MWEA – Administrators Conference Registration                                              $    495.00 
   
                   Total Monthly Expenses           $  11382.25 
                            Total Spent YTD                        $  36176.35 
 
WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM ACTIVITY 
 
Sewer Trouble Spots sections cleaned                                0 
Routine cleaning                                 0 
Sewer call outs due to building services              1 
Sewer call outs due to plugged City main                              0 
New connections to sewer main                               0 
Building Services Televised                       0 
Building Services Inspected                                0 



City Main Televised                                 0 feet 
 
 
 
 
SEWER CALLOUTS 
 
December 21, 2016 
 
A call was received from the homeowner of 799 Riverside Dr. at 9:15 AM that his renter 
was having a backup from the washing machine drain. Mike Owen and Tim Krizov were 
dispatched to investigate the situation. Upon their arrival they inspected the flow at 
manholes C143, C144, and C145. The flow in the city main was normal with no 
indications of a blockage. They called the homeowner to report their findings so that he 
would know how to proceed with resolving the renters’ problem. 
  
Respectively Submitted, 
 
Doug Sherman 
WWTP Superintendent 
 
 







IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

Organizational Meeting Agenda 

January 10, 2017 

4:00 p.m. 
 

 

I. Call to Order by County Clerk 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

III. Organization of Board and Committees 

A. Selection of Chairperson 

*Meeting turned over to newly elected Chairperson 

B. Selection of Vice-Chairperson 

C. Review and Adoption of Board Rules 

* Discussion and adoption of board and committee meeting dates and times 
 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
 

V. Public Comment  

(3 minute time limit per speaker – please state name/organization) 
 

VI. Action on Consent Calendar 

A. Approve minutes of the previous meeting(s) 
 

VII. Appointments 

A. Appointments to Standing Committee(s) 

 1. Audit Committee 

 2. Facilities Committee 

 3. Grievance Hearing Committee 

 4. Personnel Committee 
 

B. Commissioner Appointments to Boards/Commissions 

1. Airport Board – Three appointments (two-year terms). 

2. Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan Board of Directors – One appointment (two-year term). 

3. Area Community Services Employment and Training Council – One appointment. 

4. Bargaining Committee Representative – One appointment (one-year term). 

5. Board of Public Works – One appointment (three-year term, expiring January 2018). 

6. Central Dispatch Board of Directors – One appointment (two-year term, which expired  

December 31, 2016) 

7. Community Corrections Advisory Board – One appointment (one-year term). 

8. Department of Human Services Board – One appointment (one-year term). 

9. EightCap Governing Board – One appointment (one-year term). 

10. Green View Point Park Advisory Board – One appointment (one-year term). 

11. Lake Boards – One-year terms 

 Long Lake Board 

 Jordan Lake Board 

 Morrison Lake Board 

12. MAC Workers’ Compensation Board – One appointment (one-year term). 

13. MSU Extension District Extension Council – One appointment (two-year term). 

14. Park Advisory Board – One appointment (two-year term). 

15. Road Commission – One appointment (one-year term). 

16. Tax Allocation Board – One appointment (one-year term). 

17. West Michigan Regional Planning Commission – Up to two appointments (one-year terms). 
 

C. Legal Counsel  
 



D. Department Heads 

1. Administrative Health Officer – One-year appointment 

2. Animal Control Officers – Two-year appointments 

3. Building Codes Official – One-year appointment 

4. Central Dispatch Director – One-year appointment 

5. Equalization Director – One-year appointment 
  

VIII. Unfinished Business 

A. Substance Abuse Initiative – One two-year appointment 

B.  
 

IX. New Business 

A. Request for approval of Agreement for Day Report Program 

B. Health Department Regional Perinatal Care System Quality Improvement Initiative Agreement 

C. Health Department Dietetics Internship Affiliation Agreement 

D. Health Department Plan of Organization 

E. Health Department Fee Schedule 

F. Drug Court Grant Program request for part-time employee 

G. Drug Court Grant Program Sub-Contract with Karen McFadden 

H. Drug Court Grant Program Sub-Contract with Carmon Ferman, LLC 

I. Acknowledgement of Applications for Appointment 

  1. Park Advisory Board – One appointment – two-year term 

  2. Tax Allocation Board – One appointment – one-year term 
 

X. Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees 

 A. Chairperson 

 B. County Administrator 
 

XI. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees 
 

XII. Public Comment (3 minute time limit per speaker) 
 

XIII. Executive Session 
 

XIV. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board and/or Commission Vacancies 

 Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan Advisory Council – One three-year term expiring April 2018. 

 Board of Public Works – One three-year term expiring January 2018. 

 Commission on Aging Board – One three-year term expiring September 2017. 

 Construction Board of Appeals – Two two-year terms, expiring October 2017. One of these positions serves as an 

alternate member. 

 Economic Development Corporation/Brownfield Redevelopment Authority – One three year term, expiring April 

2018. 

 West Michigan Regional Planning Commission – Two one-year terms, expiring December 2017. 

 

Non-Commissioner appointments for consideration in the month of February 2017: None 

 

Appointments for consideration in the month of March 2017:  

 Community Mental Health Services Board – Five three-year terms. 
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